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Bird Project a Coverup
COR ZIA Y Y : : \ ‘

For War Test, NBC Says

By HERMAN SCHADEN The Associated Press quoted|commanded by the Desert Test ‘ STAT

A progi;?r Sf:ff‘;"ﬂ;erl ed b gBt(t:thews correspondﬁnt Toné Center at Salt Lake City. .
yram to be televised by|Pettil as saying on the faped| Bak i ; od
the National Broadeasting Co.|program that the Pacific project! but ah:;' aI%l’ﬁ?ﬁi vlvsm}l ng?ﬁ&?f d
tonight will say that a Smithson-| “in " effect was a checkout of Pettit said the armed fomgg
ian Institution Pacific bird-|an animal delivery system for'were testing “animal vectors or -
Z;xllguf\gr pr(ge%t hasrk))een ? covE ffemiggggiological warfare.” carriers to see how they would
for a Defense Department|He a that no germs had i i i -
chemical-biological warfare test|been involved. ¢ behave ma troplgal clxm atef" o
program. . Today a Smithsonian official
: « » ... |denied that the institution had
taken part in such activity on
Baker Island, a small United
States possession - 1,700 miles

southwest of Honolulu, where
‘NBC said the warfare tests were

" made in 1965. _ C

. " “The  Smithsonian has never : >
engaged in any chemical or bio- :
logical research for the armed: , \”0

forces or anyone else,” the
statement said, adding: ‘‘The 7
Smithsonian has never knowing-
ly sponsored research -along ' 7
those lines.” . \J)
Tonight’s program, one of B '
NBC’s “First Tuesday” series,
is scheduled for 9 to 11 p:m.
1t includes an interview with
. , former Senator Joseph D. Clark,
D-Pa.,-in which he said: *‘As 1
understand it, under the screen- ’
ring of the Smithsonian Institu-, ’
tion and a bird-banding project,
they were looking for a relative-
ly safe place to conduct chemi-
cal and biological warfare test-

ing.

“This resulted in their picking
.one of the islands in the Ha-
‘waiian chain, probably a pretty
small one. It’s my understand-
ing they’re now on their way to
do some testing there.”

Denying that there had been| -
any deal with the Defense De-
partment or the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, the Smithsonian

- 'said” the bird program was
‘launched in 1962 for the purpose
of studying .the ecological andj
migratory ‘habits of Pacific|.
birds.

Litile Development

| It pointed out that such a pro-
gram was begun in the early
20s, but that little had been
done to develop more complete
and up-to-date information lor.
many years. Several papers
‘have been distributed to scienti- -
ic circles on bird parasites and -
other data since the new pro-
gram began. -

The NBC quotes ifs corre- \
spondent Pettit as saying thaf
the biological-chemical warfare .
program was learned of “from
Robert Standen, a former Smith-
sonian  scientist, and other
sources.”

Pettit said there was a six-
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